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Suggestions for the Annual 
Church Meeting 


BY REV. SAMUEL W. DIKE, LL. D. 


Let me venture one or two suggestions in 
view of the annual church meetings now being 
held. These, with their social reanion, their 
review of the work of the year, and their elec- 
tion of officers and appointment of committees 
are proving most valuable. But cannot their 
value be increased ? 

For instance, may not the pastor more gen- 
erally be expected to go beyond the ordinary 
statistics of members received, persons bap- 
tized, pastoral visits made and give some sur- 
vey of his most important work in pulpit and 
prayer meeting? If pastor and people should 
review this work annually further interest 
would be aroused. Some intelligent sum- 
mary of this kind would make clearer the real 
work of the year. 

Then the reports of the societies and com- 
mittees may well lead to some careful analy- 
sis and comparisons, perhaps at some later 
meeting, of the work done and that which 
needs special attention in the future. These 
studies could be referred to the appropriate 
committees and societies and become the basis, 
with the suggestions which they should ear- 
nestly invite, of various recommendations for 
adoption in the coming year. In seeking the 
counsel of the pastor, the deacons and other 
proper officers of the church and of the church 
itself, the several agencies of the church would 
not only get more light upon their duties but 
they would enlist the sympathy and co-opera- 
tion of the church as a whole. 

If we will stop to think of it, it will soon be 
apparent that the annual reports of committees 
and societies are frequently the first official rec- 
ognition which the church has had during the 
whole year of their operations, if not of the 
very existence of some of them. They do not 
come to the church itself officially until they 
render account of their year’s work. The 
pastor may know their plans and their work: 
but the church hears of them only when the 
report of results is given at theend. The su- 
perintendent of the Sunday school, the presi- 
dents of one or two of the societies may be 
members of a standing committee, but that is 
all. Toa large degree the church is content 
to profit by the results of work that is done 
for it and in its name, but in whose initiation 
and general direction it has no official part ex- 
cept indirectly through its pastor. Those 
who do the work and those who only hear 
about it after it is all done are too often widely 
separated classes. 

Here is the root of a difficulty of which some 
of the leaders of the young people’s societies 
have complained of late—the lack of activity 
in church work among the graduates from 
these societies. The difficulty is largely due 
tothe fact that these societies have never been 
taken into the church itself and made a re- 
sponsible part of it. Like many others, they 
have worked for the church and in its name 
and have loyally turned over the product of 
their labors to the church. But they have 
not, as a rule, been led to derive their organ- 
ization, direction and plans in any consider- 
able degree from the church which they serve. 
Consultation with the pastor, if he is inter- 
ested, has been as far as many have gone. 

What we need in all our societies and com- 
mittees is to make their connection with the 
church in the beginning and continuation of 
the work of the year as close and direct as it 
is at the end. 

The allied societies should be more than al- 
lies. They should be treated in all respects as 
apart of the church itself, having all its privi- 
leges and responsibilities. Let the church as 
a whole take as much pains to hear and enter 
into plans and their development as it now 
does to learn about results, and we shall have 
still more to report at the end of the ecclesi- 
astical year. If the committees and officers of 
the societies and those of the church should 





sit down and study their work together, coun- 
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sel with each other and with the church fre- 
quently in official ways, a new interest in the 
common work, a deeper sympathy and in- 
creased enthusiasm would be sure to follow. 
Growing up in close relation with their elders 
the young people would know their methods 
and be in sympathy with their aims. They 
would find a new appreciation of their work. 
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Double 
Your Jncome 


If your nt employment 
does not take upall of your time, 
it is quite possible that you can 
double your income by taking 
the agency for your town for 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 
AND 
The Saturday Evening Post 













You can surely make every 
minute of your time profitable. 

We want energetic workers to 
secure new subscribers and re- 
newals. 

We allow liberal commissions. 
Also, liberal rebates for large 
chops. 

Aud, in addition, we are going 
to reward 764 of our most suc- 
cessful — with $18,000 at 
the end of the season. . 

You may make five hundred or a 
thousand dollars during the Winter 
in addition to commissions that 
would ordinarily be deemed ample 
a ar for the work. 


The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 
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(| Endorsed by the Medical Profession of | 
FS the World as the Best Tonic for Conva- { 
lescents from Yellow Fever, Typhoid 
Fever and All Malarial Troubles ; it in- 
creases the Appetite, strengthens the 
Nerves and builds up the entire system. 

Paris: 22 Rue Drouot 
NewYork: E. Pougera & Co.,26-30N. William St, 
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purity of KEYSTONE SILVER 
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